FALSTAFF Come here, Pistol, stand behind me. O, if I had
had time to have made new liveries, I would have be-
stowed the thousand pound I borrowed of you. But ’tis
no matter ; this poor show doth better. This doth infer
the zeal I had to see him.

sHALLOW Itdothso.

FALSTAFF Itshowsmy earnestness of affection —

SHALLOW Itdoth so.

FALSTAFF My devotion—

SHALLOW Itdoth, it doth, it doth.

FALSTAFF Asit were, to ride day and night, and not to de-
liberate, not to remember, not to have patience to shift
me —

SHALLOW Itis best, certain.

FALSTAFF But to stand stained with travel, and sweating
with desire to see him, thinking of nothing else, putting
all affairs else in ob11v1on as if there were nothmg else to
be done but to see him. :

(v, l0-27)

EPILOGUE
[Spokenbya Dancer]

First my fear, then my curtsy, last my speech. My fear is,
your displeasure; my curtsy, my duty; and my speech,
to beg your pardons. If you look for a good speech now, you
undo me, for what I have to say is of mine own making,
and whatindeed I should say will, I doubt, prove mine own
marring. But to the purpose, and so to the venture. Be it
known to you, as it is very well, I was lately here in the end
of a displeasing play, to pray your:patience for it and to
promise you a better. I meantindeed to pay you with this,
which,iflikeanill venture it come unluckily home, I break,
and you, my gentle creditors, lose. Here I promised you I

~would be and here I commit my body to your mercies.
Bate me some and I will pay you some and, as most debtors
do, promise you infinitely. :

If my tongue cannot entreat you to acquit me, will you
command me to use my legs ? And yet that were but light
payment, to dance out of your debt. But a good conscience
will make any possible satisfaction, and so would I.




